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• Mission: Lead a coordinated community effort to end 
homelessness in Greater Cincinnati.

• Backbone organization leading of Cincinnati’s fight to prevent and 
end homelessness

• Coordinate federal, state, local funding that anchors the citywide 
network of organizations serving people in crisis and advancing 
prevention

• Stop homelessness before it starts, using data-driven solutions 
that work

• Our impact includes the lives of people who never become 
homeless in the first place

Who We Are:
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2013-2025* Hamilton County:
Unduplicated In Shelter, on the Streets, fleeing DV

*2025 data are through 9/30/2025
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Source: Cincinnati/Hamilton County Homeless Management Information System (HMIS)

Thru 
Sept 2025: 

5,287

Adults 
Sept 2025: 

4,088

Children
Sept 2025: 

1,128



In 2024, there were 6,570 total unduplicated people on the streets & in 
shelters, thru September 2025, there have been 5,287. 

Here’s how that breaks down:

2024-2025*Hamilton County:
People in Shelter, DV & on the Streets

*2025 data are through 9/30/2025
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Source: Cincinnati/Hamilton County Homeless Management Information System (HMIS)
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Source: Invisible People
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What I see on the street

Source of Information Used About Homelessness

The greatest source of information about 
homelessness is what people see on the 
street, and only 8% rely on information 
from experts.

In 2024 in Cincinnati, 88% of those we 
served were sheltered, which wouldn’t 
be seen on the street.

Public Perceptions of 
Homelessness
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https://invisiblepeople.tv/2020research/
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2013-2025* Cincinnati/Hamilton County:
Total System including Housing Programs 

*2025 data are through 9/30/2025

Source: Cincinnati/Hamilton County Homeless Management Information System (HMIS)
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People at High Risk of Homelessness:
Children & Youth 

*2025 data are through 9/30/2025

Source: Cincinnati/Hamilton County Homeless Management Information System (HMIS)
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People at High Risk of Homelessness…

Families
People at High Risk of Homelessness:

Families

Only about 10% of the families that contact the Central Access Point 

(CAP) helpline requesting shelter are placed into shelter

Families in Shelter:

• 347 in 2023

• 446 in 2024

o 25% of those were led 
by a parent aged 18-
24

Families on the streets:

• 11 in 2023

• 232 in 2024

• 266 thru Sept 2025



Sources: 
Cincinnati/Hamilton County Homeless Management Information System (HMIS)

2023 Hamilton County, OH - Profile data - Census Reporter

65% of the 
homeless 

population YTD in 
2025 Cincinnati is 
African American

Compared to 
23% of 

Hamilton 
County

People at High Risk of Homelessness in 2025:
African Americans 
*2025 data are through 9/30/2025

https://censusreporter.org/profiles/05000US39061-hamilton-county-oh/
https://censusreporter.org/profiles/05000US39061-hamilton-county-oh/
https://censusreporter.org/profiles/05000US39061-hamilton-county-oh/
https://censusreporter.org/profiles/05000US39061-hamilton-county-oh/
https://censusreporter.org/profiles/05000US39061-hamilton-county-oh/


Sources:
Cincinnati/Hamilton County Homeless Management Information System (HMIS)

People at High Risk of Homelessness in 2025:
People in Shelter & on the Streets

*2025 data are through 9/30/2025
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16%

24%

30%
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42%

44%

Eviction/Foreclosure

Personal Finance…

Housing Costs

Job…

Drug/Alcohol Addiction

Mental Health Issues

Perceived As Top 3 Cause of 
Homelessness

Those who say addiction is a 
primary cause of 
homelessness are more likely 
to: 
• Support police sweeps of 

encampments
• Worry about crime
• Be opposed to affordable 

housing

Effects of incorrect perceptions about homelessness

Source: Invisible People
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https://invisiblepeople.tv/2020research/




Use predictive data analytics 
to identify households in the very 
early stages of a housing crisis – 

Even before they realize their situation could 
lead to housing loss -  

And proactively offer assistance 
to resolve the situation.

The Future of Reducing Homelessness



We are honored to be awarded the first-ever City of Cincinnati Human 
Services Impact Award in the amount of $2.1M. 

Strategies to End Homelessness is the lead agency. 

Collaborative Members include:

Funding for Data-Driven Proactive Services Secured to Date



The Case for Prevention

Prevention programs are the most cost-effective, have better outcomes 
and spare people the trauma of homelessness.

Consider Families…

Housing Situation Cost Per 
Family

Effectiveness Funding Available

Housing Stability Collaborative 
(data analysis pre-eviction notice) 

$3,692 TBD $700K per year

Shelter Diversion
(doubled-up)

$12,899 98% $1.9M per year

Episode of Homelessness $20,500 64-78%* $33M per year

* Variable based on intervention received

Supportive Housing= cost includes direct assistance payments, case 
management, wrap-around services, etc. 



$43,203 

$79,723 

$102,209 

0 Kids 1 Kid 2 Kids

Typical Expenses for 1 Adult in 
Cincinnati, 20252

2022 Median renter 
income3: $33, 787

Research shows that cost 
of living is the primary 

driver for homelessness 
in the US.1 

Sources: (1) The Cost of Living Index as a Primary Driver of Homelessness in the United States: A Cross-State Analysis – PMC (2) Living Wage 
Calculator - MIT (3) 2022 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
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https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10574586/#sec3
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10574586/#sec3
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10574586/#sec3
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10574586/#sec3
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10574586/#sec3
https://livingwage.mit.edu/metros/17140
https://livingwage.mit.edu/metros/17140
https://livingwage.mit.edu/metros/17140
https://livingwage.mit.edu/metros/17140
https://www.point2homes.com/US/Average-Rent/OH/Cincinnati.html
https://www.point2homes.com/US/Average-Rent/OH/Cincinnati.html
https://www.point2homes.com/US/Average-Rent/OH/Cincinnati.html


Typical Expenses for 1 Adult with 2 Kids
Cincinnati, 2025

Food

Child Care

Medical

Housing

Transportation

Civic Engagement

Internet & Mobile

Annual taxes

Other

Research shows that cost 
of living is the primary 

driver for homelessness 
in the US.1 

2022 Median renter 
income in 
Cincinnati3 
($33,787)

Typical annual 
expenses: 
$102,209 

Sources: (1) The Cost of Living Index as a Primary Driver of Homelessness in the United States: A Cross-State 
Analysis – PMC (2) Living Wage Calculator - MIT (3) 2022 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
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https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10574586/#sec3
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10574586/#sec3
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10574586/#sec3
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10574586/#sec3
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10574586/#sec3
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https://livingwage.mit.edu/metros/17140
https://livingwage.mit.edu/metros/17140
https://www.point2homes.com/US/Average-Rent/OH/Cincinnati.html
https://www.point2homes.com/US/Average-Rent/OH/Cincinnati.html
https://www.point2homes.com/US/Average-Rent/OH/Cincinnati.html


Struggle to accumulate wealth

Source: United States Census Bureau. “American Community Survey (ACS).” 2021 
American Community Survey. U.S. Department of Commerce, 2022. 
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Households with Zero Net Worth 
(Debt is Greater Than Assets)

Major Ohio Counties and US, 2021

More than one in 
ten Hamilton 

County residents 
have no net worth. 
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https://scorecard.prosperitynow.org/data-by-issue#finance/localoutcome
https://scorecard.prosperitynow.org/data-by-issue#finance/localoutcome
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Renters in Cincinnati and Hamilton County 
are Especially Poor

Source: 
HUD 
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https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/cp.html
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This is Exacerbated by an Unaffordable Rental  
Market

Source: National Low Income Housing Coalition

73%

21%
3% 3%

At or below
Extremely

Low Income

At or below
50% AMI

At or below
80% AMI

At or below
100% AMI

Percent Within Each Income 
Category with a Severe Housing 

Cost Burden
Cincinnati 2023 73% of households who are at or 

below the extremely low-income 
threshold in Cincinnati are 
spending over 50% of their 

income on housing.

https://nlihc.org/gap


What you don’t see

Source: (1) National Alliance to End Homelessness (2) Center on Budget and Policy Priorities (3) Nest Community Shelter

Employment1

• Nationally, 53% of 
people in shelters and 
40% of those who are 
unsheltered are 
employed.

Doubled up2

• In Ohio 68 per 10,000 
live doubled up, 7.6 
times the rate of those 
sheltered/unsheltered.

Living in vehicles3

• National estimates 
suggest that 40% of 
people without stable 
housing in 2023 lived 
on the street or in their 
car.
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https://endhomelessness.org/blog/employed-and-experiencing-homelessness-what-the-numbers-show/#:~:text=The%20truth%20is%20that%20many%20do%20%E2%80%93%20in,people%20were%20observed%20homeless%20between%202011%20%E2%80%93%202018.
https://www.cbpp.org/blog/hidden-housing-instability-37-million-people-live-in-doubled-up-households
https://nestcommunityshelter.org/hidden-homelessness-when-your-car-is-your-home/


Kevin Finn, President/CEO

kfinn@end-homelessness.org

strategiestoendhomelessness.org
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